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N our appeal to you, we feel a confidence; 
which in an addreſs to the rulers of a ty- 
rannical government, we could never poſſeſs. 
While the people have the power of form- 

ing their own government, of enacting their 
own laws; and while they hold in their own 
hands the ſovereignty of their Common wealth, 
juſtly deeming their higheſt officers. their ſer- 
vants, and are attentive to every meaſure, which 
may in its conſequences, affect their liberty, 
they cannot fail to be free and happy. 

We ſhould be far from giving our country 
men the trouble of attending to an appeal from 
a ſociety, ſo ſmall and inconſiderable as ours, 
had we not been drawn before a civil tribunal, 
in defence of what we ſappole to be our juſt, 


e — invaluable 
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invaluable and conſſitutional rights. A veſſion 
has been agitated reſpecking us, the deciſion of 
which, ultimately regardb every citizen of the 
Commonwe!lth, and inſtantly affects the ſeveral 
religious orders of Epiſcopalians, Haptiſts, Preſ- 
by tet ians, ' Sandamanians, Quakers, and every 
ether denomination of Chriſlians, who in this 
State have been called Secta ties. 
Hab we ever done any thing in oppoſition 
to the freedom of independence of dur Country, 
nay, had we ever ſhe wn a back wardneſs in the 
late war, to aſſiſt in the pteſer vation of thoſe 
for which we now are called to con- 
tend in courts of juſtice; we ſhould feel a diffi- 
dence in lay ing dur cauſe before the impartial 
public; ; but feeliog bur ſelves deſervedly veſted 
with the privileges and immunities of free citi- 
zens of this Commonwealth, and entitled to 
thoſe liberttes with which Heaven has made us 
free, and which we believe to be ſecured to us, 
by a conſtitution of government happily eſta- 
bliched by the people, and which we never mean 
to part with, while we can defend or retain 
the, we proceed to lay our cauſe before you. 
Warn Mr. John Murray, our preſent teacher 
in religious matters, had been invited to preach 
in the -Meeting-Houſe of the firſt Pariſh in Glo- 
ceſter, we heard him with an increaſing pleaſure, 
and a growing ſatisfaction. On the ſettlement 
of Mr. Forbes, the preſent miniſter there, we 
being obliged i to with-hold our aſſent to the doc- 
trines he taught, diſagreed to his ſettlement, 
In the year 1759, we affociated for the pur- 
poſe of public worſhip, by a covenant, a copy 
: 175 1 art whereas 
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whereof we have cauſed to be herewith ſubmit. 
ted to the public eye. Gene en 


*> THoVGH weare united! in a mode of worſhip, 
and a form of diſcipline, yet in our aſſociation, 


we have carefully avoided the eſtabliſhment, of 


it, becauſe we are fully conyinced that our bleſſed 
90 Redeemer left no particular form to his tollow - 


ers, but ſubmitted all to their own wiſdom and 5 
prudence. We conceive that a voluntary agree 
ment, in religibus matters, öught to be departed 
from, the moment che iodividdal Who is party 


to it, cohceives that he has done wrong; and 


where thoſe religious forms have been eſtabliſh- 
ed by las, we find by the beſt © hiſtory of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical matters, that they Have only tended 
to fettet the human | underſtanding,” and have 
been the unhappy means of ſubſtituting the 


form for the ſubſtance? of religion. ** 1 
' We did not in our agreement, aſſociate for the 


belief of ab particular tenets, or peculiar doc 
trines} becauſe lere conceived that all conviction 


muſt riſe from evidence rationally applied to 
the underſtanding ; and we could not ſuppoſe 
that the ſame evidence would ſttitze every mind 


in the ſociety with the ſame force: * We there. 


fore concluded that c6nfeffions of faith with us, 
might do what we believe they have done if o- 


ther ſocieties, where thoſe of human i invention 


have been introduced, 'oblige men, either to 
ſubmit their faith to the controul of others, and 


believe without examining, or to profeſs to be- 


lieve that which they have never fully conſidered 
or underſtood. With that humility which we 


find inculcated i in f Part of the Goſpel, we 
N b bombly 
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humbly hbped, that i it would be ſufficient for us 
to believe the Holy Scriptures, and to adopt 
the ſyſtem” of morals therein contained, as the 
rule of our Conduct, and the man of our Counſel. 
We readily conceived, that when our mode of 
worſhip, or the doctrines taught us by our teach- 
ing Brother, ſhould become diſagreeable to any 
one of our- breihren. he would diffent from us 
and join himſelf to fome other ſociety. 

© Upon examining the matter for ourſelves, we 
are folly convinced, that by eſtabliſhing articles of 
faith, we ſhould only i injurethe cauſe of religion, 
and poſſibly might lay a 'fonndation for periecu- 
tion in à future day. Very ſoon after the glori- 
ous doctrine of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, was 
proclaimed. to a ſinful world, contentions, anni- 
moſities, hatred, and-envy; were introduced by 
_ ancharitable and incanded men, who, proudly 
feeling their own imag ginary iofallibility, could 
not bear that any one ſhould diſſent from their 
opinion. S0 bigotted ate men generally to their 
own: religious opinions, that they have rarely 
failed to procure, where it could be done, the 
civil authority, to gt pt others to profeſs. a be- 
li ef of their tenets. 

_ Uron the civerſicn: of nn e the firſt 
Roman Emperor who embraced Chriſtianity, the 
civil arm was extended to eſtabliſh the faith 
which he ſuppoſed all muſt hold, becauſe he be- 
lieved. ' One of his predeceſſors, though an hea- 
then, had by the edict of. Milan eſtabliſhed a 
univerſal toleration to Chriſtians, and to every 
denomination of religioniſts; but this Chriſtian 
rs es at once violated, it, And to uſe the lan- 

guage 
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guag e of Mr. Gibbons; in his hiſtory of that 
Prince, © The grateful applauſe of thy Clergy 


» 


has conſecrated the memory of a Prince who 
indulged their . paſſions; and promoted their 
intereſt, Conſtantine gave them ſecurity, 
wealth, honours and tevenge : and the ſup 
port of the Orthodox faith was conſidered as 
the moſt ſacred and important duty of the 


Civil Magiſtrate. The edi of Milan, the 


great charter of toleratiop, had confirmed to 
each individual of the Roman world, the 


priviledge of chooſing and profeſſing their 


oven religion. But this ineſtimable priviledge 
was ſoon violated. With the knowledge of 


truth, the Emperor imbibed the maxims of 
perſecution ; and the ſeas which diſſented 
from the Catholic church, were afflicted and 


oppreſfed by the triumph of Chriſtianity. 


Conſtantine eafily believed that the Hereticks, 


who preſumed to diſpute his opinions, or to 
oppoſe his commands, were guilty of the 


moſt abſurd and criminal obſtinacy; and that 


a ſeaſonable application of moderate ſeverities 


might ſave thoſe unhappy men from danger 
of everlaſting condemnation. Not a moment 
was loſt in excluding miniſters and teachers 
of the ſeparated congregations from any ſhare 
of the rewards and immunities which the 
Emperor had fo liberally beſtowed on the 
Orthodox clergy, But as the SeQtaries might 


ſtill exiſt under the cloud of royal diſgrace, 


the conqueſt of the Eaſt was immediately 
followea by an edict which announced their 
total deſtruction. After a preamble filled 


Rr With 
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cc with paſſion and reproach, Conſtantine abſd⸗ 


7 lutely prohibits the aſſemblies of the Here- 
« tics, and confiſcates their public property, to 
* the uſe either of the revenue, or of the Ca- 
"RR: . Tn. 
Tus Jewiſh Chriſtians of Alexandria, applied 
the ideas taught i in the ſchool of Plato, relpeck- 
ing the Logos, to our bleſſed Redeemer ; z where- 


upon the Arian Chriſtians exerted themſelves 


againſt what they called a dangerous error; and 
accuſed their opponents with adopting the poly- 
theiſm of the Pagans; Hence upon a myſtery 
above the comprehenſion of the human undet- 


ſtanding, aroſe a controverſy which tinié itſelf 
dan never ſettle; Conſtantius a Roman Empe- 
Tor; had by a decree ordained, that“ thoſe who 
"66 refuldd to communicate with the Arian Bi- 
CO ſhops, and particularly with Macedonius, 


te ſhould be deprived of the immunities of Ec- 
« clefiaſtics; and the rights of Chriſtians ; they 


de were cottipelled to relinquiſh the poſſeſſions 
e of Churches; and were ſtrictly prohibited 
* from holding their aſſemblies within the 


« walls of the city. The execution of this un- 
« juſt law, in the provinces of Thrace, and Aſſia 
« Minor, was committed to the zeal of Macedo- 
« hjus.—The civil and military power were 


e diretted to obey his commands; and the cru- 


<« eltics exerciſed by this Semi- Arian tyrant, in 
« the ſupport ot the Homoiouſion, exceeded the 
* commitlion, and diſgraced the reign of Con- 
& ſtaotius. The ſacraments of the church were 
* Adminiſtered to the reluctant victims, who de- 
„ nied the vocation, and abhorred the 1 
ples 


- 


. . 
* 


Tugobosibs ohè of the ſucceffors of Con- 


which is now, profeſſed. by the pontiff Dama - 
* ſus; and bv Peter, Biſhop of Alexandria, 4 
man of apoſtolic holineſs ; according to th 
diſcipline of the apoſtles; and the doctrine 
of the golpe!, let us believe the ole deity of 
the father; the ſon, and the holy ghoſt 3 un- 
der an equal majeſty, and a pious trinity; Ve 
authorize the tollowers of this doctrine to 
aſſume the title of Catholic chriſtians; and as 
doe judge, that all others are extravagant mad- 
* men, we brand them with the infamous name 
of Heritics ; and declare; that their Conventi - 


cles ſhall no longer uſurp the reſpectable ap- 


 \pellation of churches ; beſides the condem- 
© nation of divine juſtice, they muſt expect to 
R 
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fowl 


* fuffer the ſevere penalties, which our autho- 


e rity guided by heavenly wiſdom, ſhall think 


* proper to inffict upon them.“ It can be no 


Wonder that the council of Neice, by a majority 


of votes ſettled the queſtion in favour of the 
Emperor's decree. From this time, blood and 
ſlaughter, perſecutions, and murders; ſtained 
every decree of the cabinet, and ferved ſtill to 


 Inereaſe the hatred, and widen the ſentiments 


of the parties; until a remedy more dreadfut 


than the diſcaſe itſelf took place. In conſequence 
of the decree of Theodoſius, the Roman church 
aſſumed the appellations of Holy and Catholic, 


and arrogating to herſelf the power of infallibi- 
hty, being alſo' a natzonal church, and having 


procured within her controul, the whole ven- 


gance of civil government, ſhe wrapt the whole 
world in a cloud of impenetrable darkneſs, 


debilitated the mind of man, by cloſing the 
door of free enquiry, and gave birth to eight 
hundred. years of ignorance, and barbariſm, un- 


equalled by any preceding time ; hence aroſe 


an awful chaſm in the hiſtory of the world, and 
men ceaſed to think becauſe thinking was a 


GH: 8 - h 
Is the fifteenth century the ſons of inquiry 


began to think for themſelves + they thought, 


they examined and decided for themſelves upon 
theſe matters which reſted only between their 
God, and their own conſciences: but this 


could not fail to awaken that horrid monſter, 


perſecution, for the church aided by the civil 


_ magiſtrate held the ſtandard of orthodoxy, and 


the only meaſure of faith, Then commenced 
eds onal 


1 

that band ſcene of bloodſhed 464 Jevaſtation” 

1635 which Europe was afflicted until * year 
688. 

Ir would haye been very happy for the 11 
{i/þ nation, of which we were then a part, if 
they had excluded from their laws all eſtabliſh- 
ment of forms of worſhip; and had been as 
tolerant with regard to — of faith, as they 
were reſpecting Church- government: but the 
magiſtrate ſtill conſidering himſelf the guardian 
of the church, and the Cher of the faith, 
not only eſtabliſhed a national church, but by 

act of parliament ſettled articles. of faith, and 
made it a crime not to believe the national creed. 
Amongſt other things alike exceptionable, it 
was enacted at that time, that If any perſon 
** educated in the chriſtian religion thould, by 
« writing, printing, teaching, or adviſed ſpeak- 
ing, deny any one of tbe perſons in the holy 
* trinity to le God, or ſhould maintain that there 
« are more Gods than one, he ſhould for the 
4 firſt offence be rendered incapable of holding 
«© any office, and for the ſecond, be rendered in- | 
capable of bringing any action, or n 
« any lands.” 

Tnos cn the firſt ſettlers of this State fled 
from perſecution, yet the light they had re- 
ceived was. by no means ſufficient to. prevent 
their ————_ thoſe principles, which caſts a 
ſhade over ſome of the beſt characters known in 
that age, and gives their biſtory a complexion 
of intolerance which will ever be lamented by 
their more enlightened poſterity. But when the 
Charter of William and Mary had. tolerated. all 
2 B 2 „ 
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forts of Chriftians excepting Papiſts, the Bap- 


its, and Quakers, had ſecurity from perte: 
ation; ** UE «IRE OY a LW 4: | 121741 

Tus articles of faith commonly called the 
Platform, ' and' made in the year 1546, has 


HY 1 - 


ever ſhackled the freedom of the people inNews 


Englatid ; 'but bleſſed be God,” the liberty ow 


| happily eſtabliſped by our Conſtitutjon, has given 
a fatal ſtab to all religious oppreſſion im this ſtate! 


Tux evil which we find to have accrued fibm 


the eſtabliſhment of 'crceds of human invention, 


we hope will make us ſufficiently” cautious; and 


the 


* 


„ 
the doctrines, or articles of faith, held by all be” 
the 


ing as nearly ſimilar, as that of individuals in the. 
ſame church has generally been. We diftinguiſh 
ourſelves from the church under ' the inſtraftion 
of Mr. Forbes, by our nat uſing baptiſtn as an ex- 
ternal rite. Though this may appear to ſome to 
be incompatible with the 'teligion* we ' profeſs, 
yet it peing a matter reſting in opinion only, we 
know not why we ſhonld be condemned, while 
the Quakers meet the ſiniles of government, and 
-while-many others who 'omit the ordinance 
through intention, or a total diſregard to all 
religion, have the favours of the ſtate. We 
differ from that church alſo in our mode of diſ- 
cipline, being Independents, holding as the firſt 
church in Boſton, and many other churches in 
in the ſtate originally held, that all eccleſlaſti- 


cal jur iſdiction is committed by Chriſt to each 
* organical church, from which there is no ap- 
cc 


r expreſs covenanting the form.” R 


* 'ORDINATION we account nothing elſe but 
the ſolemn putting a man into his place and 
office in the church, Whereunto he hath a 
right before by election, the eſſence and ſub- 
ſtance of the outward calling of an ordinary 

officer in the church, doth not conſiſt in or- 
dination, but in his voluntary and free election 
by the church, and his accepting of that elec- 
tion; whereupon is founded that relation be- 
e tween paſtor and flock, between ſuch a mini- 
<< ſter and ſuch a people. Ordination doth not 
. 3 te conſtitute 


* peal ; viſible faintſhip' being the matter, and 


ct 


— 
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t Governor Bellingham 2. Will made in 16725 


rt conſtitute an offices; nor ine him the effer. 
" dals of his office; the apoſtles were elders 
Co without impoſition « of hands by men.“ Plat- 
form, chap. 8 

Tais was the ſenſe of the country at that 
time, and it was ſo prevalent, that although the 
Platform w was obtained, yet it could not be done 
without preſerving theſe ſentiments, ' But as the 
word Ordain, fignifies ho more than to appoint, 
we conceive. that the election, and not the laying 
on of, hands, makes the Ordination compleat, 
See fi xth and thirteenth chapters of Acts. 

NoTw1 THST ANDING this, we have been,and 
yet are taxed to the ſupport of Mr. Forbes, and 
our property is taken and expoſed at auction to 
raiſe money f for the ſupport of a form of worſhip 
in which we can never join, and for the ſupport 
of teaching by which we can haye no inſtruction, 
Were we not thus oppreſſed, we ſhould have 
been very contented to have enjoyed in ſilence, 
that liberty which we feel ourſelves intitled to as 
Free Citizens of * this Commonwealth, always 
refolving | to yield that obedience to government, 
which is due from good ſubjects to a ſtate, that 
e them in the edjoymeny of their deareſt 
rights, 

Wu were adviſed, that our ſituation was ſuch, 
as precluded all other relief from the oppreſſion 
we complain of, otherwiſe than by an action 
brought in the name of our teacher to recover 
the money taken from us for the ſupport of. a 

ublic teacher of religion, piety, and morality. 
lle was very unwilling to have an action brought 
in his name: but upon our repreſenting the 

cruelty 
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etüelty of thoſe who took this advantage of us) 
and the hardſhip of his not conſenting to the only 
relief we could have, he gave his conſent, 
Tu E action which we inſtituted was tried at 
the Supreme Judicial Court, held at Ipſwich in 
June 1785, when & verdict was given in our fa- 
vour, * Had we no other motive than the ſav- 
ing of our money, we ſhould have been more in 
our own intereſt by paying quietly to the ſup- 
port of Mr. Forbes, than we have been in build- 
ing 4 houſe for public worſhip, fupporting a 
teacher amonꝑſt ourſelves, and by engaging in a 
troubleſome and expenſive lawſuit. But hold- 
ing the rights of conſcience as ſuperior to every 
other conſideration, we have perſevered, and 
ſtill intend to perſevere; not doubting that our 
countrymen will do'us the juſtice of fecuring to 
us that freedom wherein we have reaſon to re- 
joice under the preſent government. 

As the prineiples agitated in the trial of the 
eauſe above- mentioned, and the objections made 
againſt us, apply themſelves equally to Epiſco- 
palians, Baptiſts, Quakers, Sandamanians, and 
Independents; and to every denomination of 
Chriſtians whaſe fociety is not deſcribed and 
known by town or pariſh lines, or by a particu- 
lar act of incorporation, we think it our duty to 
give the public our remarks and obſervation up- 
on them, In doing this,though we ſhould ſhew 
a diſſent from the opinion of tome gentlemen of 
great learning and ability, and perhaps from ſome. 
et: gentlemen. 


* The Counſel ? Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Bradbury, For the 
for the Planuits, 5 Mr, Tudor, | Mr, Parſogs, & Detcnd'y 
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nr of high civil rank 1 in the ate | 3 5 
ough we ſhall ſpeak with the confidence be- 
coming men who realize their conſtitutional 
freedom; yet we {ball do it with all that . defer- 
ence; , and reſpect, which we owe to the charac- 
ters of great and good men, who may have been 
oppoſed to our opinion. Whether they or we 
are right; we ſubmit to the public. I 
Tag third article in the declaration of rig Hts; 
pres that all monies paid by the ſubject 
« to the ſupport of public worſhip, and of the 
« public teachers aforeſaid, ſhall; it he require 
« it, be uniformly applied to the ſupport ot the 
cc public teacher or teachers of his own. religious 
« ect ge denomination, provided. there be any 
1 on whoſe inſtructions he attends 3 otherwiſe 
it may be paid towards the ſupport of the 
& teacher or teachers of the pariſh in which the 
* money is raiſed.” For the reaſons befare- 
mentioned; we conſider ourſelves a Secł different 
from thoſe who attend upon the miniſtry of Mr. 
Forbes; and we therefore art of opinion, that the 
money railed upon us ought to be applied to the 
ſupport of the teacher of our own religious ſect; 
there being one on whole inſtructions we auend. 
But it was objected that the teacher who is in- 
titled, to-receive the money p paid by his hearers, 
E be a teacher of piety, raligiot and motali- 
this we concede; but we are not convinced 
tar the queſtion, whether he is a teacher of 
piety, religion, and morality, can be determined 
rom a reviſion of the motives he offers as to the 
Tewards and the puniſhments which are to be 
beſtowed or inflicted in another world. We 
W 
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(tr ] 
believe that the queſtion muſt bs decided by the 
evidence of his urging the people to piety antl 
morality, as the foundation of the greateſt good 
which their natures are capable of; and as a com- 
pliance with the will of their altnighty Creator 
and preſerver; without going ifito an inquiry of 
his opinion reſpecting the quantity of puniſh- 
ment ig a future ſtate, bd 
Thar God will ptiniſh then for fin, in 
ſuch a manner as will far over-balance the 
pleaſures which can be derived from vice in this 
world, is fo clearly pointed out in the goſpel, that 
we are compelled to believe it; but whether the 
dpinĩon of ſome learned and good men, who ima- 
gine that the wicked will be annihilated ; or whe- 
thet that of the learned Doctor Chauncy, Doctor 
Prieſtly, and many others, who believe that there 
is a temporary hell prepared for the ungodly, 
which is another ſtate of probation, or any other 
opinion reſpecting that fubje is beſt, every one 
muſt determine for himſelf. Neither ftarutes, 
penalties or rewards, can force, or allure, a man 
to conſent to the truth of a propofiiion, without 
ſufficient evidence received by a miad capable of 
examiaing, and applying of it. 

Fu idea, that it is neceſfary to the good or- 
der of civil government, that the Teachers of 
Religion ſhould thunder out the doctrine of e- 
verlaſting puniſhment, to deter men from atro- 

_ eious crimes, which they may otherwiſe commit 
In ſecret, has long been hackneyed in the hands 
of men in power; but without any warrant from 
reaſon, or revelation for doing of it: for reaſoa 
itlelf, without the aid of revelation; gave no ms 
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timation of a ſtate of retribution ; it was the 
Goſpel which brought life, and immortality to 
light, God, in the civil conſtitution which he 
Was pleaſed to form for the Jews, ſtrongly pro- 
Hibited murder, perjury, adultery, and many 
other crimes which men might then commit in 


Kecret ; but never in any one inſtance, gave an 
intimation, that the Jews (Hould be putiſhed in 
another world for their crimes in this. Had a 
threatning of that nature been neceſſary to the 
Fupport of civil government, we might with 
great propriety look for it there. It was not till 
the Chriſtian Church was illegally weded to 
Nate-policy, that men in power dared to hurl 
the Thunders of the Moſt High at thoſe who 
offended againſt government; and even then, 
modeſty forbid it, only as they arrogantly pre- 
tended to do it for the honor of God, and the 
advantage of religion. 8 bok 5 
Bur ſhould the point be maintained, that 
eourts and juries, are authoriſed to determine whe- 
ther the teacher of a religious ſect, is a teacher of 
morality from his opinion, either of the cauſe, 
mode, or ſtate of men's happineſs or miſery in 
another world, or from his opinion of the nature, 
or proportion of the rewards for virtue, or the 
puniſhment for vice there, no ſect or denomina- 
tion could be ſafe; it being a matter reſting in 
opinion only, without any earthly tribunal hav- 
ing the ability or authority to ſettle the queſtion, 
Suppoſe an Epiſcopalian teacher ſnould have 
an action in his name to recover the money paid 
by his hearers; perhaps he might be one who 
had ſubſcribed, and ſworn to the thirty - nine 
PHE oe on oct © 


1 
articles, the truth of which is well ſupported by 
af of parliament : ; an objection might be made 
from one of the articles, that tells us, God trom 
all eternity elected a certain number to happi- 
neſs, and predeſtinated all the reſt of the human 
race to everlaſting miſery ; and this of his own | 
| ſovereign will, without any regard to the merit 
of the one, or the demerit of the others. A 
Jury might be found who would decide at once, 
that this doctrine js ſubverſive of all morality, 
and good order ; for if the ſtate of every man is 
N * from all eternity, and nothing 
done by him gan in any wiſe change the 
divine decree, he had better cat, drink, and 
be merty, and indulge himſelf in all chat can 
give him ſenſual pleaſure. The argument is 
equally ſtrong againſt all Calviniſts, and in ap- 
pearar.ce ſtronger againſt Hopkintonians, Ed- 
wardians, and all other Fataliſts. But ſhould a 
ſober Arminian be in trial, ang it appeared that 
he taught his people, that it was within their 
own power to progure future happpineſs by their 
virtue. and goodneſs, and that God would puniſh 
them in anather world for thoſe crimes which 
they were under no neceſſity to commit in t this ; 
that this is a ſtats of probation wherein it is in 
their power to lay the foundation of everlaſting 
happineſs ; a jury might not be able to diſtinguiſh 
between the preſcience, and the fore-ordination 
of God ; and it might be called impiety to al- 
ledge, that the infinitely wiſe Being did not from 
all eternity know the ultimate fate, and final end, 
of all his creatures : it would at leaſt be called 
derogatory to the honor of the Moſt High, to 
C2 ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe any thing to be contingent with him; 
and thereſore a Teacher of {uch principles might 
in the eye of ſome perſons, be viewed as a Teach: 
er of jmpiety and immoralitj. 

We neither undertake to ſupport or copdemn 
any of the tenets we have alluded to, for we ſup- 
poſe that eyery good man, let his involuntary er- 
rors be multiplied as they may, will be in the 
favour of God, But we reaſcn in this manner 
to thew the impracticability of deciding upon 
the morality of a teacher from his opinion of 
thoſe matters; when all opinions mult depend 
ppon men's conliryction of the moſt holy 
word of God, as reyealed in the ſcriptures, We 
will only add here, that it the courts of law in 
this State are to go into an inquiry of this kind, 
the cpnſcienge of the judges will be the ſtandard 
of religious ſentiment, and the only inquiry up- 
on matters of faith will be, What was the opi- 
nion of the court in the laſt rial 2 It would 
mol} certainly he heiter to have the articles of 
faith ſettled by an act of the legiſlature at once. 
ANorhER objection raifed againſt us in the 

abovementioned trial was as unexpected as it 
was alarming to us, It was that no teacher of teli- 
gion, piety, and morality, could have a right ta 
recover the money paid by his {et in the ſup- 
port of public teaching, and to the ſupport of 
public worſhip, unleſs the perſon demanding of 
it is the teacher of a town, pariſh, precinQt, or a 
ſociety legally organized, and veſted with civil 
and corporate powers, Or in other words ; that 
the people of no ſect of Proteſtant chriſtians can 
have the money paid by them in {upport of puh. 
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lic teaching of piety, 0 and morality, 
applied to the ſupport of the teacher of their own 


lect, on whole teachings and inſtructions they 
attend, unleſs their teacher is the fettled miniſter 
of a pariſh ; or unleſs they are a ſociety veſted 
dy ha legiſlature with corporate powers. This 
we take to bea fair ſtate of the objection as 
made in the trial of our cauſe ; and we feel our- 
ſelves obliged not only for our own, but for the 
ſecurity of every denotnination of chriſtians, not 
known and deſcribed by pariſh lines, to examine 
the queſtion with fairneſs and candour. That 
our reaſoning may be ſubject to a fait inveſtigati- 
an, we cauſe the two articles whereon * rely, 
to be printed in the 1 Though we can 
eaſily conceive, tha through the malicious 
miſrepreſentations of our enemies, ſuch prejudi- 
ces ace raiſed againſt us, that even ſome good 
men may be ready to exchange their own religi- 
ous liberty for our defiruQion ; yet when we 
conſider, that the good ſenſe of this people will 
thew them clearly; that a wrong judgment now 
given againſt us, may end in the perſecution of 
thoſe who now feel the greateſt ſecurity ; we 
have reaſon to hope we ſhall be heard with par 
tience and candour, 
Taz ſmall and triffing obletion, that we 
% have no name of appellation of Proteſtant 
« Chriſtians,” hardly deſerves notice. Yet thus 
much we ſay, that we call ourſelves Indepen - 
gents ; an appellation which was very honorable 
in the country until the Civil Government had 
begotten, and the Church had brought forth the 
| idea of * and conſociations of churches; 
or eee thereby 


au wo 


kers, 


noe have been amuſed by the chicane of 


1 22 I 
thereby making an unſavory mixture of politics 


and religion, for the pur ole, as they affected to 


þelieve, of keeping religion pureand undefiled, ® 8 
there has been no denomination of religioniſts, 


but who have had the honor of receiving their 
appellation from their enemies ; having it at 


fel applied by way 4 reproach, but becoming 


honorabie as their ſect grew numerous and im- 


portant ; amongſt thele are theGallileans, Chrit- 


tians, 28 Calviniſts, Proteſtants, Wa- 

aptiſts, and Diſſenters. And we are 
humbly contented that our enemies, if they 
do not like the name of Indepenaents, ſhall call 


us what they pleaſe, —But we proce to conſi- 
der the objection. 


Ir the ee above ſtated has a foundation 


which can ſupport it againſt a careful examina- 
tion, then all that ſecurity to the rights of con- 
ſcience; all that equality in the ſeveral ſes and 


denominations of Chriſtians, and that ſtrong bar- 
rier againſt oppreſſion in religious matters, w hich 
the people thought they bad eſtabliſhed by their 
conſtitution of civil government ; has upon the 
very firſt juridical' examination, been found to 
be viſionary and delufive ; the language uſed by 


the compilers of the Fort ofGoyernment, is not 


accompanied with thoſe ideas which have been 
aſſociated with it in all other caſes; but the 
oubtful expreſſion, and inſtead of ſomething 
permanent and ſubſtantial, have believed a 


dream 
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dream, and embraced a ſhadows. But if the 
words uſed in the third article in the Declaration 
of Rights, have the lame meaning there, as the! 
have in-other places, we have no difficulty ariſe 
ing from the objection under confideration. | 
Tue conſtruction of theſe words wilt depend 
much upon the meaning. of the word Sec; the 
money is to be applied, to the ſupport of the 
teacher of bis own Sec. — Therefore it will be 
keceſſary to have a preciſe meaning to that word. 
SECTA, from the verb ſeco, to cut off of afs 
ſander, to rend apart, or divide, was ufed by the 
Romans to expreſs' a kind of people of a differ - 
ent profefſion, a party or faction. In all coun- 
tries where there t a church eſtabliſhed by law 
as the national church, thoſe who" diffent' from 
it are called Secharier; as all in England who 
are not Epiſcopalians are called Schiſmatics and 
Sectaries, in this State there has been no church 
eſtabliſhed Bice the charter of 1692, and there- 
fore tHe word Se& muſt have a meaning here in 
ſomeway different from what it has in, thoſe 
countries where churches are cftabliſlied by law. 
With us it undoubtedly includes and deſcribes 
thoſe perſons who diffent from legal eftabliſh- 
ments which are iaſtituted for religious pur= 
S 
F Tus laws of the State provide, that each 
town not divided into pariſhes, and each precinct 
and pariſh, ſhall be oblibed to ſettle and ſupport 
a goſpel miniſter, to whoſe ſettlement, ſupport 
and maintainance all the perſons and eſtates with- 
in the pariſh, ſhall contribute by taxes duly and 
legally aſſeſſed; and all thoſe within the town 


ee or 
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br pariſh;. whether they are Epiſcopalians; Baß - 
tiſts, or Quakers or whatever elle they may be 
called, who difſent from the miniſter thus legal- 
1y ſettled, and the mode of worthip agreed upon 
by the majority, are Sectaries. Nay; even con- 
gregationaliſts when the majority of the pariſh 
chuſes a Preſbyterian form of worſhip; may 
be a Se. That this has been the idea of 
aà Sect in this State from the time of the firſt legal 
_ eſtabliſhment of local religious ſocieties by pariſh 
and precinct lines, we ſubmit to our, country- 
men. And we cannot but believe, that it was 
uſed in this ſenſe by the compilers of the Con- 
ſtitution, and conveyed this idea to the people 


when they eſtablihed their Form of Govern- 
ment. It could not be confined in its meaning 
to the Sects only which exiſted at that time, as 
Tame intolerant and bigoted men have ſuppoſed, 
but extended to all which. might ariſe thereafter; 
for the Convention could not be vain enough to 
| Juppoſe, that all inquiry upon religious matters 
were at an end, nor ill-natured;enoogh to wiſh to 
exclude the further inveſtigation of truth, This 
does not however, ſo much concern us, for we 
had aſſociated before theConſtitution was formed. 
IAI xe the word See, to mean as wie have 
above explained it, we ſhall take it with us in 
that meaning, while we give our conſtruction 
of the third article in the declaration of rights. 
And we find it neceſſary as the hiſtory of this 
important article is freſh in the minds of our fel- 
low citizens to go a little into it: indeed ages 
yet to come, may, and undoubtedly will, col- 


lect the ſame hiſtory from the arrangement of 
| Ideas, 
1 © 


is 1 


| Meas, and the mode of expreſſion; uſed in the 
article, which the people are now able to give 
from their memory, . 


Tur ſecond article in the above-mentioned 
declaration provides, that, as it is; as well the 

duty, as the right of all men in civil ſociety, to 
worſhip the ſupreme Being, no ſubject ſhall be 
hurt, moleſted, or reſtained in his liberty, or 
_ eſtate; for worthipping God in the manner; and 
| ſeaſon, moſt agreeable to the dictates of his own 
conſcience ; or for his religious profeſſion or ſens 
timents ; provided he doth not diſturb the pub= 
lic peace; or obſtruct others in their religious 
_ Worſhip. The ideas in this article were taken 
from Mr; Locke's letters on toleration; wherein 
that great man proves from reaſon and ſcripture, 
that religion is at all times a matter between each 
individual arid his God ; and that no man has a 
right to dictate a mode of worſhip to another 
nor can derive any authority to obſtruct another 
in his way of worſhip: That each man may, 
and ought to enjoy his own mode; but may not 
facrifice the life of another, becauſe this is an in- 
jury to a perſori who ſtands on a perfect equality 
with himſelf, He cannot offer to his God the 
calf of another, becauſe it would be robbing him 
of his property; but he may ſacrifice his owns 
calf or lamb in his own way, and no one has au- 
thority to prohibit it. 0 
Ir was on the one hand thought neceſſary to 
make proviſion for tlie ſupport of public wor- 
ſhip, and ot the public teachers of piety, religion 
and morality, for the ſake of making men better 
Citizens, and better members of the Common= 
NJ) ũ  ., *, 
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wealth ; while on the other, it was ſtrenuoufſy 
inſiſted upon, that proviſion ſhould be made for 
liberty of conſcience, and expreſs and ample ſe- 
curity given againſt oppreſſion in matters of re- 
ligion. In this all agreed, for the Baptiſts, Qua- 
Kers, &c, had depended for fecurity from perſe- 
cution upon a charter which was by the New- 
Conſtitution done away, and upon laws to ſecure 
them from oppreſſion, which might be repealed 
by the legiſlature at pleaſure, | A 
Tuis article was a mere matter of negociation 
between parties; and unleſs ſome permanent 
meaſure could be contrived, which could ſecure 
the ſectar ies againſt being compelled to contribute 
to the ſupport of teachers whom they could ne- 
ver heat, and to the building of houſes for public 
worſhip which they could never viſit, there was 
but little hope of having the new form of govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed : for the number of ſectaries in 
the ſtate, joined in the oppoſition with thoſe, who 
would oppofe all forms of government predicated 
upon republican principles, would have turned a 
large majority againſt the conſtitution, It was 
urged however, that there was not one ſociety 
amongſt the ſectaries which had corporate pow- 
ers, or were capable of making, or compelling a 
tax; and therefore, to provide that they ſhould 
not be taxed by the pariſh where they lived, 
would be bidding a premium upon becoming 
ſectaries, and offering a reward for the neglect 
of public worſhip. As the meaſure under con- 
ſideration was intended only for civil purpoſes, 
and all religious ideas reſpecting the ſtate of the 
individual in another world, were diſclaimed, 
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the force of the reaſoning was felt; and it was 
agreed, that all monies paid by the ſubject to 
the ſupport of public worſhip, and of the 
de public teachers aforeſaid, ſhould, if he require 
it, be uniformly applied to the ſupport of the 
public teacher, or teachers, of his own religi- 
_ ous ſect, or denomination ; provided there be 
«© any on whole inſtructions he attends ; other- 
_ wiſe it may be paid to the ſupport of the 
ns teacher, or teachers, of the pariſh, or precin&, 
* in which ſaid monies are raiſed,” 

By this proviſion, all fectarics were obliged to 
contribute their proportion to the ſupport of 
public worſhip, as an inſtitution deſigned to e- 
ſtabliſh the intereſt, and procure the ſafety of 
the Commonwealth. But © every chriſtian bs 
i. meaning himſelf peaceably, was to be equally 
ct under the protection of the laws, and no ſub- 
& ordination of any one Sed, or denomination 
< to another, was ever to be eſtabliſhed by law.” 
Therefore it was but juſt that the money paid 
« by the ſubje&,” thould be uniformly applied to 
the teacher of his own religious ſect or denomi- 
nation, if he had ſuch a teacher on whole in- 
ſtructions he attended: let him be either a tea- 
cher of a corporate ſociety, veſied by the legiſla- 
ture with civil powers, as a company holding a 
common eſtate, and then in a legal idea a deno- 

mination, or of a number of perſons not deſcrib- 
ed by pariſh- -lines, nor holding property in com- 
mon as proprietors, and empowered by law to 
manage and diſpoſe of it, but made up of a col- 


ledion from pariſhes and precincts, and theres 
tore called a Seal. 
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By r it is ſaid that the teacher, to whoſe ſuꝑ- 
port the money is to be applied, mult be a teach- 
er of a ſociety veſted wich corporate powers, 
becauſe that © all monies paid by the ſubject for 
« the ſupport of the teachers afore/aid, is to be 
6 applied, &c.“ That this expreſſion teacher, 
aforeſaid, refers to teachers of pariſhes and ſoci- 
eties with corporate powers, we grant. But ſtill 
it does not ſupport the objedtion. The article 
under conſideration proyides, that the legiſlature 
ſhall have the power to authoriſe and require the 
ſeveral towns, pariſhes, precin&s, and other bo- 
dies politick, and religious ſocleties, to make 

proviſion at their own expence, for the ſupport 
of public worſhip z and we concede that there i is 
no way for a legiſlature to dompel a mere fect to 
make ſuch proviſion for they are neither capa- 
ble of acting, nor can they be diſcerned by the 
legiſlative eye: and yet they have a right indi⸗ 
vidually to protection from religious oppreſſion, 
Here we grant all the facts which our oppo- 
nents have aſſerted; but we totally deny the con- 
dcluſions which they pretend to make: for tho! 
the pariſh has a right to tax the ſectary towards 
the ſupport of a public teacher, and thereby to 
compel him to contribute of his ſubſtance to- 
wards a tneaſure intended for the benefit of the 
ſtate ; yet we lay that the money is to be ap- 
plied to the ſupport of the teacher of his own. 
Se; who is ſuppoſed by the Conſtitution to 
teach thoſe things which tend to piety and mo- 
rality, as much as the teacher of the parith ; o- 
therwiſe there would be a ſubordination of one 
&& or denomination to another, The Werde 
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can never mean a body with; legal corporate 
powers; for the moment a ſociety, bas an act of 
the legifliture for-their eſtabliſhment, they ceaſe 
to be a ſoct, and become 1 legal body 'AS rx as 
a town or a parith is., There is nn diſtinc- 
tion between: an; eſtabliſument and a toleration, 
The diſſenters | in England, and the. Hugonots in 
| F rance, are tolerated ; that is, they are freed 
rom per ſecution, but not capable of acting as a 
legal body. But the idea of toleration at all 
times ariſes from a ſubordination of one ſect to 
another; unleſs there may be an inſtance where 
the Civil Government makes no religious eſtab- 
liſhmenr, but tolerates all religions; where all 
forts of profeſſions of the Chriſtian Religion are 
on a perfect equality, as they are by our Conſti- 
tution ; the idea of a toleration is inadmiſſible, 
But if the clauſe in the article was intended only 
for the benefit of Corporate Bodies, it was wholly 
unneceſſary ; for lurely the law which gives 
them corporate powers, gives them at the 
fame moment complete exemption, as far as 
the legiſlature can give it, from all taxes aſſeſſed 
by any other corporation. We conceive that 
the leyeral pariſhes carved out of a town, were 
never by any language uſed in the country, con- 
ſidered as fects, becauſe oy were bodies eſtab- 
liſhed by aw. 

 Morgove, as in matters of the ſupport of 
teachers, the legiſlature can act only upon a con- 
ſideration of the ſociety which is the object of 
their law, holding, and poſſeſſing property in 
common, or a common eſtate, as is not the 
Lale wh yy theBaptiſts,and: ethers, w who you 
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their places of publick worſhip by a voluntary 
vontribution, Without contract, or an account of 
the expence. Thoſe ſects cannot be, by any 
law, put upon that footing, which they ſuppole 
bans Conftitution places them on, 


ALL money raiſed for any purpoſe by legal 
aſſeſſment, muſt indeed be raiſed by a corporate 
body; and therefore as a pariſh can raiſe no mo- 


ney by tax for the ſupport of public teachers, 


but what is oſtenſibly raiſed for the ſupport of a 
pariſh teacher, we ſuppoſe the expreſſion 
10 teacher or. teachers aforeſaid,” is uſed to 
expreſs, the teacher or teachers of a pariſh or 
body politic, But when we come to the ap- 
propriation of the money, the expreſſion is vari- 
ed, and it is not to the feachers aforejaid, but 
fo the public. teacher of. bis own. religious Sect.“ 
Which: clearly gives the priviledge of applying 
the money raiſed of the ſubject by legal autho- 
rity, to the ſupport of his own teacher, if he has 
one, of a Sect ſeparated from the pariſh, on ac- 
count of a difference in ſentiment, with reſpect 
to church diſcipline, and the adminiſtration of 
denen res = s: 

We. do.not mean to ſuggeſt. that. every man, 
aks has a diſhke to the miniſter of his pariſh, 
' but till, adheres. to the ſame farm of worſhip 


and mode of church diſcipline, has a right to 


have. bis money paid to one. of: the ſame deno- 
mination, becauſe he goes out of the pariſh ' to 
hear him; for in ſuch caſe there is no difference 


of ſes, and the conſtitution has. made no pro- 
viſion about it. | 


Ib 


e conſtruQion we contend for, i is not the 
trug 
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true one, thes the Epiſcopalians, Baptiſts, Quads "3 # 
kers, nor any other Sectary has any poſſible ” . 


ſecurity againſt oppreſſion in religious mat- 
ters, from the Conſtitution. For (as we believe) 
there is not one of them veſted with corporate 
powers, the laws now in exiſtence for their 
ſecurity can be repealed, whenever the legiflature 
ſhall ſee fit to do it: and they can all be placed 9 
in a day on the fame ground which we now y 
Rand upon. fi hope; N | 
Wx have been told that we ought to apply 
to the legiſlature for an a& of Incorporation, as 
the only remedy againft the oppreſſion we com- 
plain of; but could we be affured that our pe- 
tition would be moſt readily granted, yet we 
ſhould feel ourſelves highly criminal in making 
, the application, & Providence has ſo ordered it, 
that we ſhould in the firſt inſtance be called 
upon to contend for thoſe religious liberties pre- _ 
ſerved by our excellent Conſtitution, The in- 
conſiderableneſs of our party, and the prejudi- 
ces raiſed by our enemies, in the minds of our 
fellow-citizens, point us out as the proper objects 
of the firſt eſſay for religious tyranny : and 
mould we fly to the law- makers inſtead of that 
great law made by the people to govern the le- 
giſlature itſelf, Ve ſhould in our apprehenſion, be- 
tray our country's freedom, and act a cowardly 
part. We ſhould feel ourſelves very unhappy 
if there was no other ſecurity in theſe matters, 
than acts of lepiſlation, which might be repealed 
at any time when a particular party ſhould pre- 
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2 Il ve did it with a view only to fave our being taxed, 
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Wr do not complain of perſecution, but only 
dt an oppreſſion, which we are convinced was 
intended by the Conſtitution to be prevented. 
For bleſſed be God, that there is no one ſect or 
Yenomivation at this time ſo prevalent in the 
State as to be able to introduce that horrid mon- 
ſter which for ſuch a number of centuries has 
made havoc & deſtruction in the chriſtian world. 
Ferrow-CirIzęeNs, When you ſhall be 

pleaſed to conſider the vaſt variety of purſuits 
which the human race have been engaged in, to 
procure that happineſs which all are in fearch 
after; that what would canonize a man as a 
Jaint in one country, would bring him to infamy 
in another ; that though men may have very 
different principles, yet they may be alike: enga- 
ged in their refearches afterthe truth, In ſhort, 
when you extend your charity according to the 
dictates of reaſon, and the inſtrud ions of the 
Chriſtian religion We believe that you will be 
contented to have our Sect treated as you wiſh to 
be treated yourſelves. And that it will be your 
Endeavour that we ſhall poffeſs ourtelves in peace 
Z | 
WIE wiſh you to do in this caſe unto us, ag 
you would reafonably expect us to do unto you 
in ſimilar circumſtances. That thoſe who are 
Congregationaliſts may bring the matter home 
to themſelves, we beg them to conſider, how 
they would ſtand affected if a majority of their 

ariſh ſhould become Paptiſts, Preſbyterians, In- 
dependents, or Sandemanians ; and ſhould ele& 
a teacher whom they could not hear, and ſet 
bp « fm of worttip'in winch they could not 

Join, 


——U—— 


UT 
join, and compel the minority who wert Cons . 
gregationaliſts to pay to the ſupport of it. If 
that be wrong, then we are abuſed, unleſs one 
ſect is in ſubordination to another, and religion 
is no longer a matter between the heart of each | 
individual and his God, but a matter ſubmitted 4 
| 


to, and under the dontroul of a majority in ſoci- ö 
ety. | | | | 2 


we: judg e not that ye be not ** for with 

what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be 1 
and with what meaſure ye mete, It — by  * 
meaſured to you again.“ OY 
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APPENDIX. 
ARTICLES in the Declaration of 

r 
II. TT is the right as well as the duty of all men 

in ſociety, publickly, and at ſtated ſeaſons, 
to 1 „ the SUPREME BEING, the great 
creator and preſerver of the univerſe. And no 
fubject ſhall be hurt, moleſted, or reſtrained, 
his perſon, liberty, or eſtate, for worſhippingGOD 
in the manner and ſeaſon molt agteeable to the 
dictates of his own conſcience ;' or for his religi- 
ous profeſſion or ſentiments; provided he doth 
not diſturb the public peace, or obſtruct others 
in their religious worſhip. | 
III. As the happineſs of a people, and the 
good order and preſervation of civil government, 
eſſentially depend upon piety, religion and mo- 
rality ; and as theſe cannot be generally diffuſed 
through a community, but by the inſtitution of 
the public worſhip of GOD, and of public in- 
ſtructions in piety, religion and morality: There- 
fore, to promote their happineſs, and to ſecure 
the good order and preſet vation of their govern- 
ment, the people of this Commonwealth have a 
right to inveſt their legiſlature with power to 
authorize and require, and the legiſlature ſhall, 
from time to time, authorize and require, the 
feveral towns, pariihes, precip&s, and other bo- 
dies politic, or religious ſocieties, to make ſuita- 
ble provition, at their own expence, for the in- 
ſtitution of the public worſhip of GOD, and 


zor the ſupport : and maintenance of public pro- 
. | teſtant 
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teſtant teachers of piety, relizion and morality, 
in all caſes where ſuch proviſion ſhall not 
made voluntarily, 
Ab the people of this Commonwealth have 
Alſo a fight to, and do, inyeſt their legiſlature with 
authority to enjoin upon all the ſubjects, an at- 
tendance upon the inſtructions of the public 
teachers aforeſaid, at ſtated times and ſeaſons z 
if there be any on whoſe inſtructions they can 
conſcientiouſly and conveniently attend. 
' PRoviDED notwithſtanding, that the ſeveral 
towns, pariſhes, precincts, and other bodies. po- 
litic, or religious ſocieties, ſhall, at all times, 
have the excluſi ve right of eleding their public 
teachers, and of contraQling with them for their 
ſupport and maintenance. 
* AND all monies paid by the ſubject to the ſup- 
port of public worſhip, and of 155 public teach- 
ers aforeſaid, ſhall, if he require it, be uniformly 
applied to the ſupport ot the public teacher or 
teachers of his own religious ſect or denominati= 
on, provided there be any on Whoſe inſtructions 
he attends ; otherwiſe it may be paid towards 
the ſupport of the teacher or teachers of the pa- 
riſh or precin& in which the laid monies ate 
raiſed, 

AND every denomination of Chriſtians, de- 
meaning themſelves peaceably, and as good ſub- 
jets of the Commonwealth, ſhall be equally un- 
der the protection of the law : And no ſubordi— 
nation of any one ſect or denomination to ano- 


ther ſhall ever be eſtabliſhed by law. 
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ASSOCIATION of the In- 


13.3 


dependent Church in Srocas res. 
TNASMUCH as it hath pleaſed God of his 


great mercy, in every age of the world, to 
chooſe ' a people for himſelf ; giving them his 
fear, and revealing to them. his fecret 4 and às 
this great Lord of heaven and earth „che Father 
of our Lord Jeſvs Chriſt, hath been pleaſed to 
reveal to babes, what he bath hid * the wiſe 
and prudent; We the ſubſcribers,” grateful] 
affected with a fenſe of the divine zoodneſs, in 
thus diſtinguiſhing us, who had nothing in us to 
merit his notice; think it our intereſt and bounden 
duty, to-let our light ſhine before men, that they 
may ſee our good works, and plority.our Facher 
which is in heaven.” As therefore it hath pleaſed 
God to make us acquainted with the voice of 
the good ſhepherd, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls; we cannot 
from henceforward follow the voice of a ſtran- 
ger ; nor ever give attention to ſach who are 
unacquainted with: the Saviour of the world, But 
though we cannot have : fellowſhip with them 
whoſe fellowſhip is not with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; yet we are e 
ed, by the grace of God, never to forſake the 
aſſembliog ot ourſelves together, as the manner 
of ſome is; but as a church of Chriſt, meet to- 
gether in his name, being perſuaded, wherever, 
or whenever two. or three are thus met together, 
the Invitible 2 will be > projure with them. 
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As Chriſtians, we acknowledge no maſter bat 
mit Jeſus, and as diſciples of this divine maſ⸗ 
er, we profeſs to follow no guide in r 
ie but his word, and his-ſpirit,«> +: 

As dyellers in this world, though nat of i it, 
we hold ourſelves bound to, yield obedience to 

every ordinance of man, for God's ſake ; and we 
will be peaceable and obedient ſubj eds to the 
powers that are. ordained of God, in all civil 
gaſes: But es ſubjects of that King, whoſe king- 
dom is not of this world - we cannot ackao r- 
ledge the right of any human authority to make 
laws for the regulating of our conſcience in any 
{piritoal matters. a 
FTuus, as a true independent lh of Chriſt, | 
looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of our 
faith, we mutually agree to walk together in 
chriſtian fellowſhip, building up each other in 
our. moſt: holy faith, > rejoicing in the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and deter- 
mining by his grace, no more to be entangled by 
any yoke of bondague. 

As diſciples of the meek and ben Jeſus, we 
reſolve as far as in us lieth,to live peaceably with 
all men; yet as believers living godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, we expect to ſuffer as much perſecution as 
the laws of the country we live in, will admit of: 

But we reſolve by the grace of God, none of 
theſe things ſhall move us. to act inconſiſtent 
with our character as chriſtians, We will as much 
as poſſible avoid vain jangling, and unneceſſary 
diſputation ; and ſhould we be reviled endeavour 
in patience to — our ſouls, 
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As an independent church of Chriſt thus 
bound together by the cords of his love, and 
meeting together in his name; we mutially a- 
gree to receive as our Miniſter, - that is our Ser- 

vam, ſent to labour among us in the work of the 
goſpel by the great Lord of the ' vineyard, our 
friend and chriſtian brother JohN Myx RAT: 
This we do from a full conviction that the fame 
God that ſent the firſt preachers of Jefus Chriſt, 
Tent him; and that the ſame goſpel they preach- 
ed, we have from time to time received' from 
bim: Thos, believing him a miniſter of theNew 
Teſtament,conſtantly declaring the whole coun- 
| ſel of God; proclaiming the ſame divine truth 
that all God's holy Prophets from the beginning 
of the world hath declared: WE cordially re- 
ceive him as a Meſſenger from God, — And as it 
hath pleaſed God to open a great and an effectual 
door for the preaching of his goſpel by this his 
ſervant in ſundry parts of this great continent, 
whenever it ſhall pleaſe his and our divine maſ- 
ter to call him to preach the everlaſting goſpel 
elſewhere; we wiſh him God - ſpeed; and pray 
that the good- will of him that dwelt in the buſh 
may accompany him, and make his way clear 
before him: But ſhould he at any time preach 
any other goſpel, than that we have received, we 
ill not with him God - ſpeed, but confider him 
as a ſtranger.— And as the great Lord of the har- 
veſt has taught us to pray that he would ſend la- 
bourers into his harveſt; and as he never taught 
us to pray in vain, but has aſſured us, every one 
that aſketh receiveth, though he has not told us 
when, whenever he ſhall ſee fit to ſend us a meſ- 
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ſenger of glad tidings, a publiſher of peace, we 
will with grateful hearts receive him, —And as 
the promiſe of the divine preſence is to any wa, 
or three that meet together in the Saviour's 
name; we are reſolved by God's grace, whether 
we are bleſſed with the publick preaching of the 
word or not, as often as we find convenient, to 
meet together, to ſupplicate the divine favour, to 
| Praiſe our redeeming God, to hear his moſt holy 

word, and freely to communicate whatever God 
hall pleaſe to manifeſt to us for our mutual edi- 
fication. 

An p that we may the rhore effectually ſhew 
forth bis praiſe, "ho hath called us out of dark- 
neſs into his marvellous light ; we reſolve to pay 
a ſerious regard to the exhortations, admonitions 
and inſtructions given to us by the ſpirit of God, 
in the epiſtles dictated to our holy apoſtles, We 
will, as far as in us lieth, do good unto all men; 
but eſpecially unto them whoare of the houſ- 
hold of faith. 

W will, by the g grace of God, in word and 
in deed, endeavour to adorn the doftrine of God 
our Saviour. And as children of one father, as 
members of one head, who are united together 
in chriſtian- fellowſhip, will, once every month 
meet together, to hold conference, and to delibe- 

rate on whatever may tend to our mutual profit. 


Signed by all the Society. 
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